KNOWING YOUR IDENTITY AS A BELIEVER IN CHRIST
(Knowing your position and inheritance as a Christian)

· As Christians it is important that we grow in our walk with the Lord

· The bible is full of God’s promises for all Believers. It is vital that as Believers we are grounded in the Word of God
· Jesus in His explanation of the Parable of the Sower, made it clear that many people who believed in Him would immediately fall away when they experienced persecution for the sake of the Word.
· The moment we accept Jesus Christ into our life we enter into a spiritual war in which the enemy will try any scheme he can to stop us from fulfilling our full potential in Christ
· Many new Believers become discouraged by the enemy when they make mistakes and drift out of fellowship because of the constant accusations of the Devil. The bible makes it clear that the Devil is the accuser of the Brethren
· FOR THIS REASON IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT ALL BELIEVERS KNOW THE BASIS FOR THERE SALVATION AND WHY THEY CAN BE SECURE IN THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. 

· IT IS ALSO EQUALLY IMPORTANT THAT ALL BELIEVERS BECOME AWARE OF THE MANY PROMISES OF GOD FOUND IN HIS WORD
· Before I share a number of reasons why as Believers we can be secure in our faith, I will start by quickly sharing what it means to be a true Believer in Christ
· I will do this by first explaining what does not make a person a Believer. Though many of these things are good, they will not of themselves make you a Christian, but some of them will definitely help to lead people into a relationship with Jesus Christ:

· Being in a Christian country

· Being a good person and helping others

· Helping the poor

· Going to a church

· Coming from a Christian home

· Doing far more good things than bad things, and
· Even reading the Bible intellectually on a regular basis
WE CAN DO NOTHING TO SAVE OURSELVES
NONE OF US COULD EVER EARN OUR WAY TO HEAVEN

THE BIBLE MAKES THIS VERY CLEAR

The Apostle Paul wrote, “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10a-12)
In the book of Jeremiah we read, “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?  I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give every man according to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings”  (Jeremiah 17:9-10)
· WHAT DOES MAKE US RIGHT WITH GOD (AND MAKE US A GENUINE BELIEVER) IS MAKING A PERSONAL RESPONSE TO THE FACTS OF THE GOSPEL. THE BASIC FACTS OF THE GOSPEL ARE THAT:

1) Christ was delivered by God the Father to the punishment of death on account of our sins
2) Christ was buried
3) God raised Him from the dead on the third day, and
4) Righteousness is received from God through believing these facts
WE MAKE THIS PERSONAL RESPONSE TO GOD BY:
· Confessing our sins before God
· Making a choice to turn from our sins (Repenting)

· Believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God who died for our sins and that He arose from the dead three days later, and

· Making a choice to open up our heart and life to Jesus Christ and asking Him to come in to be our Lord and Saviour 

IT IS ONLY BY MAKING THIS PERSONAL RESPONSE TO THE FACTS OF THE GOSPEL THAT WE BECOME A GENUINE BELIEVER IN CHRIST

The Apostle Paul wrote, “If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)
IT IS ONLY THE SINLESS BLOOD WHICH JESUS CHRIST SHED ON THE CROSS AT CALVARY THAT CAN ATONE FOR OUR SINS

WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST IN TRUE REPENTANCE AND FAITH, OUR SINS ARE TOTALLY FORGIVEN AND WE ARE IMMEDIATELY JUSTIFIED AND MADE RIGHT ONCE AND FOR ALL BEFORE GOD THE FATHER IN HEAVEN

The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21)

BEFORE SHARING QUICKLY SOME AREAS IN RELATION TO OUR POSITION IN CHRIST AS BELIEVERS I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE A FEW MORE QUICK POINTS IN RELATION TO BECOMING A CHRISTIAN
i) Only Jesus Christ can forgive our sins. The bible makes it clear that salvation is of the Lord. (Psalm 3:8) Every person misses the mark of God’s standard of sinless perfection. For this reason someone without sin had to die in our place. Though tempted in every way Jesus was without sin. The bible makes it clear that every single person needs to be forgiven “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
ii) Because of His great love for us Jesus chose to leave heaven to lay down His life as a ransom for all people. The bible makes it clear makes that “without the shedding of blood there is no remission”. (Hebrews 9:22) Apart from the shedding of Jesus Christ’s blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 
iii) When Jesus Christ was on the cross He bore all of our sins (past, present and future). He bled and died on the cross in our place to pay the penalty for our sins. He chose to take God’s wrath on our behalf that we the guilty ones may go free. 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” (Romans 5:6-9)
iv) We can do nothing to earn our salvation it is simply a free gift 
The bible makes it clear that “all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags;” (Isaiah 64:6)
(We must simply come to Jesus Christ with a repentant heart and receive him into our life to be our Lord and Saviour)
The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians 2:8-9)
v) Every single person needs to come to Jesus Christ to be saved. Only Jesus Christ can save us and remove our sins (John 1:29) (Psalm 103:12) to enable us to have an eternal personal relationship with God 

Jesus said,
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6)
“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”  (John 10:9)
In the book of Acts we read,

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12)
vi) A past life of great sin and many mistakes does not stop Jesus Christ from embracing us when we come to Him

Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

In the book of Isaiah we read,

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)
vii) We must all make a choice in this life to turn from our sins and to live for Jesus Christ. 
· Jesus has done everything that He can do to stop us from going to Hell and to give us all an opportunity of having a glorious heavenly home and a future full of purpose and meaning. He who the Son sets free is free indeed.
· WE ALL NEED HOWEVER TO DO SOMETHING OURSELF.

· WE NEED TO SOMETIME IN OUR LIFE HERE ON EARTH MAKE A DECISION TO LIVE FOR HIM AND TO ACCEPT HIS OFFER OF FORGIVENESS AND ETERNAL LIFE
· As we only have one life to store up treasures for eternity the sooner we make this choice the better. Jesus said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
Jesus Himself also said, “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.” (John 3:17-19)
Today Jesus is reaching out to you with His arms of love. He loves you with a passion.
viii) When we come to Christ we become a new creation in Christ, we have a new start to life and we become forever a part of God’s family     
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17)

In the gospel of John we read, “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:11-13)

Jesus Himself said,
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die...”  (John 11:25-26)
TODAY I WILL FINISH BY BRIEFLY SHARING ON FIVE AREAS IN RELATION TO OUR POSITION IN CHRIST AS A BELIEVER

1) ALL OF OUR PAST SINS ARE FORGIVEN AND FORGOTTEN BY GOD WHEN WE GIVE OUR LIFE TO JESUS CHRIST 
(Jesus Christ paid the penalty for all of our sins – past, present and future)
King David wrote in Psalm 103, 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems you life from destruction,…”  (Psalm 103:2-4)
The great Apostle Paul made many mistakes in life and was persecuting the early church before he had a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus

The Apostle Paul wrote

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”                       (1 Timothy 1:15)
When we give our life to Jesus Christ, God not only forgives but forgets all of our past sins
In the book of Isaiah we read,

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.”  (Isaiah 43:25)
As Christians when we sin it does not break our relationship with God, but it simply impairs the sweet fellowship that we can have with Him. When we sin as Christians it is good to quickly repent of those sins to maintain our sweet fellowship with the Lord.  

The Apostle John wrote, 
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
2) GOD WILL ALWAYS LOVE US AND HE PROMISES TO NEVER LEAVE NOR FORSAKE US
· Even though at times even friends and family may reject us, God never stops loving us and is always faithful

· Even though at times we may not be faithful, God is always faithful and promises to never leave nor forsake us

· God delights in seeing us living a life which is full of purpose and meaning

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”      (Romans 8:38-39)
In the book of Hebrews we read, “…For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?” (Hebrew 13:5-6)
3) GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN AND PURPOSE FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· Every person has been made uniquely different by God
· No person born has ever been a mistake
· No matter how bad a past we have had when we surrender our life to Jesus Christ we have a glorious future. God is able to redeem lives from destruction if we allow Him to take the reins of our life

· When we come to Christ He has a special plan for our life

· God’s plan for our life is the only plan that will ever truly fulfill us

King David (A man the bible says was a man after the heart of God) wrote in Psalm 139

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well.
My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (that is your mother’s womb). Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” (Psalm 139:13-18)
4) GOD PROMISES TO MEET OUR EVERY NEED WHEN WE CONTINUALLY PUT HIM FIRST PLACE IN OUR LIFE (HE IS A FAITHFUL GOD)

· When we put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ He promises to meet our every single need

· He is the God who opens up doors of opportunity that no man can close

· God is able to make a way where there seems no way

· Whatever God calls us to do in life He will ensure that it comes to pass if we simply allow Him to direct our steps in life
· God promises to bless those who put their trust in Him and to bless the work of our hands when we follow His plan for our life
Jesus Himself said,
“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? (Matthew 6:25-26)

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:25-33)
5) WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST ALL THE PROMISES IN THE BIBLE ARE FOR US AS WELL 

The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)

In future weeks I will share on some of the many promises of God found in the Bible

Getting to know all the promises of God helps us to grow in our faith and trust in the Lord. The bible makes it clear, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the Lord.” (Jeremiah 17:7)
How important it is that as Christians we build our life on the promises of God found in the Word of God

Meditating on the promise of God in the Word of God will helps us to build our faith and to fulfill God’s best plan for our life

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
BEFORE JOSHUA LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND, THE LORD SAID TO HIM

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
I WANT TO FINISH WITH WHAT JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders rejoicing.

And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which is lost!’ I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.  (Luke 15:4-7)
· Maybe today you may feel like you have done too many bad things for God to ever love you. Jesus Christ loves you with a passion
· Maybe today you feel totally alone

· Maybe today you have lost hope

TODAY JESUS IS STANDING AT THE DOOR OF YOUR HEART. HE LOVES YOU WITH A PASSION. HE HAS A GOOD PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE. TODAY WILL YOU OPEN UP YOUR HEART AND ACCEPT HIS OFFER OF ETERNAL LIFE?

“Father God today I confess that I have lived for myself and sinned against You.  Today I choose to turn from my sins and to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ died for my sins on the cross of Calvary and that He arose from the dead three days later. Today I repent of my sins and I invite You Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. I choose to surrender my life to You and to allow You to guide and direct my steps from this day on. Amen
